
RITE OF RECONCILIATION and EUCHARIST—Thursday, March
23rd 2011

ENTRANCE HYMN # 637
Lyons

The people standing, the Officiant says
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.

People His mercy endures for ever.

An Exhortation

Beloved in the Lord: Our Savior Christ, on the night before
he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood
as a sign and pledge of his love, for the continual
remembrance of the sacrifice of his death, and for a spiritual
sharing in his risen life.
For in these holy Mysteries we are made one with Christ, and
Christ with us; we are made one body in him, and members one
of another. Having in mind, therefore, his
great love for us, and in obedience to his command, his
Church renders to Almighty
God our heavenly Father never-ending thanks for the
creation of the world, for his continual providence over
us, for his love for all mankind, and for the redemption of
the world by our Savior Christ, who took upon himself our
flesh, and humbled himself even to death on the cross, that
he might make us the children of God by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and exalt us to everlasting life.  But if we are to
share rightly in the celebration of those holy Mysteries, and
be nourished by that spiritual Food, we must
remember the dignity of that holy Sacrament. I therefore
call upon you to consider how Saint Paul exhorts all
persons to prepare themselves carefully before eating of that
Bread and drinking of that Cup.  For, as the benefit is great, if
with penitent hearts and living

faith we receive the holy Sacrament, so is the danger great, if
we receive it improperly, not recognizing the Lord’s Body.
Judge yourselves, therefore, lest you be judged by the Lord.
Examine your lives and conduct by the rule of God’s
commandments, that you may perceive wherein you have
offended in what you have done or left undone, whether in
thought, word, or deed. And acknowledge your sins before
Almighty God, with full purpose of amendment of life, being
ready to make restitution for all injuries and wrongs done
by you to others; and also being ready to forgive those
who have offended you, in order that you yourselves may be
forgiven.  And then, being reconciled with one another,
come to the banquet of that most heavenly Food.  And if, in
your preparation, you need help and counsel, then go and
open your grief to a discreet and understanding priest, and
confess your sins, that you may receive the benefit of
absolution, and spiritual counsel and advice; to the removal
of scruple and doubt, the assurance of pardon, and
THE CLOSING HYMN # 525
Aurelia

The Dismissal Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

*************************************************
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
say
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this
day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

THE COMMUNION HYMN # 304
Land of Rest

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

The Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding
us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of
your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now,
Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Bishop/Celebrant blesses the people
The blessing, mercy and grace of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for
ever.
Amen.
the strengthening of your faith.  To Christ our Lord who
loves us, and washed us in his own blood, and made us a



kingdom of priests to serve his God and Father, to him be
glory in the Church evermore. Through him let us offer
continually the sacrifice of praise, which is our bounden
duty and service, and, with faith in him, come boldly before
the throne of grace.

First, hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The
Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and
with all your strength. The second is this: Love your
neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment
greater than these.”Mark 12:29-31

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14, 16

The Officiant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All say together
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your loving-
kindness; in your great compassion blot out our
offenses.  Wash us through and through from our
wickedness, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know
our transgressions only too well, and our sin is ever
before us.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have
mercy upon us.

Officiant
May God in his love enlighten your hearts, that you may
remember in truth all your sins and his unfailing mercy.
Amen.

All say together
Holy God, heavenly Father, you formed us from the
dust in your image and likeness, and redeemed us from
sin and death by the cross of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through the water of baptism you clothed us with the
shining garment of his righteousness, and established us
among your children in your kingdom. But we have
squandered the inheritance of your saints, and have
wandered far in a land that is waste.  Especially, we
confess to you and to the Church . . .

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy,
May we also come to share in your heavenly

kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others…

The People pray, either silently or aloud…

ALL conclude with
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we
ask in
the Name of your Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions,
we
pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve
in our
sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son
Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Liturgy of the Table

The OFFERTORY HYMN # 474
Rockingham

The Great Thanksgiving—Eucharistic Prayer A



The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your
sons and daughters,
made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy
Spirit to guide us into all truth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Celebrant and People sing—S-125

The Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from Deuteronomy 30: 11-20
Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you

today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is
not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to
heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and
observe it?” Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say,
“Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get
it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” No, the word
is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart
for you to observe. See, I have set before you today life and
prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the

commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding
you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his
ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you
do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods
and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish;
you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to
witness against you today that I have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and
your descendants may live, loving the LORD your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to
you and length of days, so that you may live in the land
that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The Word of the Lord. People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 63: 1-8 Deus, Deus meus—to be sung…S-415
1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * my soul thirsts
for you, my flesh faints

for you, as in a barren and dry land where there is no
water.

2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, * that
I might behold your power

and your glory.

3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * my lips
shall give you praise.

4 So will I bless you as long as I live * and lift up my hands in
your Name.



5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * and my
mouth praises you with

joyful lips,

6 When I remember you upon my bed, * and meditate on you in
the night watches.

7 For you have been my helper, * and under the shadow of
your wings I will rejoice.

8 My soul clings to you; * your right hand holds me fast.

A Reading from St. Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians 5: 17-19

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.

The Word of the Lord. People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN # 516
Down Ampney

The Officiant reads the Gospel, first saying
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
15: 11-32
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share
of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his
property between them. A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and

there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he
had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am
no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one
of your hired hands.” ’ So he set off and went to his father.
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And
they began to celebrate.  “Now his elder son was in the field;
and when he came and approached the house, he heard music
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was
going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back
safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in.
His father came out and began to plead with him. But he
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of
yours came back, who has devoured your property with



prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because
this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.’ ”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

HYMN # 657
Hyfrydol

The Prayers of the People—Form III

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;

That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word
and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the
nations of the world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;

Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Each prays either silently or aloud in his/her own words...

Then, together, is said
Therefore, O Lord, from these and all other sins and
offences we cannot now remember, we turn to you in
sorrow and repentance. Receive us again into the arms
of your mercy, and restore us to the blessed company
of your faithful people; through him in whom you have
redeemed the world, your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Officiant then asks
Will you turn again to Christ as your Lord?
The People Respond We will.

Officiant
Do you, then, forgive one another and all who have sinned
against you?
The People Respond We forgive them.

Officiant
May Almighty God in mercy receive your confession of
sorrow and of faith, strengthen you in all goodness, and by
the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Officiant concludes
Now there is rejoicing in heaven; for you were lost, and are
found; you were dead,
and are now alive in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Let us continue
our life together in peace.
The Lord has put away all our sins.
The People Respond Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PRAISE # 429
Old 113th

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic
Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace. Where it



is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any
thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it
is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake
of Jesus Christ thy Son our Savior. Amen.
And/Or: Almighty God, who created us in your own image: Grant
us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace
with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help
us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities
and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the
highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon
the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
The Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.



An Order for Compline

The Officiant begins
The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night
and a perfect end.
Amen.

Officiant Our help is in the Name of the
Lord;
People The maker of heaven and
earth.

The Officiant then says
Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People
O God, the Father of our Savior Jesus
Christ…sanctify, O Lord, our souls and
bodies and spirits, search our consciences,
and cast out of us every evil thought, every
base desire, all envy and pride, all wrath
and anger, and all that is contrary to
your holy will. And grant us, O Lord…with
a pure heart and contrite soul, to call
upon you, our holy God and Father who is
in heaven. Amen.

(Liturgy of St. James, 2nd5th centuries; Prayers
Across the Centuries)

Officiant
May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of
all our sins, and the grace and comfort of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

We pray you, O Creator of everything, at
this hour preceding night, that you be
clement and watch over us. Let dreams and
phantoms of the night be scattered. Keep us
safe from our
enemies and make us pure! Amen.

(St. Ambrose, 4th century; Prayers Across
the Centuries)

Look upon us, O Lord, and let all the
darkness of our souls vanish before the
beams of your brightness. Fill us with holy
love, and open to us the treasures of your
wisdom.  All our desire is known unto you,
therefore perfect what you have begun, and
what your
Spirit has awakened us to ask in prayer.  We
seek your face; turn your face unto us and
show us your glory, then shall our longing
be satisfied, and our peace shall be perfect;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (St.
Augustine, 4th-5th centuries; Prayers Across the
Centuries)



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

Lord, you are in the midst of us, and we are
called by your Name:
Do not forsake us, O Lord our God. Jeremiah 14:9,
22
People Thanks be to God.

May the God of peace, who brought again from
the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
equip you with everything good that you may
do his will, working in you that which is
pleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

Hebrews 13:20-21
People Thanks be to God.

Then follows
V. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my
spirit;
R. For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God
of truth.
V. Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye;
R. Hide us under the shadow of your
wings.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Officiant and People

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from the evil one.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Officiant Lord, hear our prayer;
People And let our cry come to you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us
through the hours of this night, so that we
who are wearied by the changes and chances of
this life may rest in your eternal changelessness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Help us, O Lord, always to wait for you, to wish
for you, and to watch for you, that at your
coming again you may find us ready; for your
sake we ask it. Amen. (—prayerbook, 5th century;
Prayers Across the Centuries)

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and
thanksgivings may be offered.

The service concludes with the Song of Simeon
with this Antiphon, which is sung or said by all



Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us
sleeping;
that awake we may watch with Christ,
and asleep we may rest in peace.

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised; For
these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world
to see:  A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

All repeat the Antiphon

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us
sleeping; that awake
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we
may rest in peace.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Officiant concludes
The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen.

Selections taken from:

Prayers Across the Centuries
Harold Shaw Publishers; Wheaton, Illinois  1993


